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(4) May perform emergency-related duties 
only if, under § 12.40–13(b)(5) of this sub-
chapter: 

(i) The emergency-related duties do not re-
quire any other rating or endorsement, ex-
cept lifeboatman as specified in § 12.40– 
13(a)(3) of this subchapter; 

(ii) The non-resident alien has completed 
familiarization and basic safety training, as 
required in § 15.1105 of this part; 

(iii) That if the non-resident alien serves as 
a lifeboatman, he or she must have the nec-
essary lifeboatman’s endorsement; and 

(iv) The non-resident alien has completed 
the training for crewmembers on passenger 
ships performing duties involving safety or 
care for passengers, as required in subpart 
12.35 of this subchapter. 

(c) No more than 25 percent of the total 
number of ratings on a U.S. flag large pas-
senger vessel may be aliens, whether admit-
ted to the United States for permanent resi-
dence or authorized for employment in the 
United States as non-resident aliens. 

(d) The owner or operator of a U.S. flag 
large passenger vessel employing non-resi-
dent aliens holding Coast Guard-issued mer-
chant mariner credentials described in sub-
part 12.40 of this subchapter must: 

(1) Retain custody of all non-resident alien 
merchant mariner credentials for the dura-
tion of employment, under § 12.40–13(b)(2) of 
this subchapter; and 

(2) Return all non-resident alien merchant 
mariner credentials to the Coast Guard upon 
termination of employment, under § 12.40– 
13(b)(3) of this subchapter. 

(e) The owner or operator of a U.S. flag 
large passenger vessel employing non-resi-
dent aliens holding Coast Guard-issued mer-
chant mariner credentials described in sub-
part 12.40 of this subchapter is subject to the 
civil penalty provisions specified in 46 U.S.C. 
8103(f), for any violation of this section. 

Subpart E—Manning Require-
ments; Uninspected Vessels 

§ 15.601 General. 
The following sections of subparts F, 

G, and H of this part contain provisions 
concerning manning of uninspected 
vessels; §§ 15.701, 15.705, 15.710, 15.720, 
15.730, 15.801, 15.805, 15.810, 15.820, 15.825, 
15.840, 15.850, 15.855, 15.905, 15.910, and 
15.915. 

§ 15.605 Credentialed operators for 
uninspected passenger vessels. 

Each uninspected passenger vessel 
must be under the direction and con-
trol of an individual credentialed by 
the Coast Guard as follows: 

(a) Every self-propelled, uninspected 
vessel as defined by 46 U.S.C. 2101(42)(B) 
must be under the direction and con-
trol of an individual holding a license 
or MMC endorsed as operator of 
uninspected passenger vessels. 

(b) Every uninspected passenger ves-
sel of 100 gross tons or more, as defined 
by 46 U.S.C. 2101(42)(A), must be under 
the direction and control of a 
credentialed master, pilot, or mate as 
appropriate. 

[USCG-1999–5040, 67 FR 34767, May 15, 2002, as 
amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11261, 
Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 15.610 Master and mate (pilot) of 
towing vessels. 

(a) Except as provided in this para-
graph, every towing vessel of at least 8 
meters (at least 26 feet) in length, 
measured from end to end over the 
deck (excluding sheer), must be under 
the direction and control of a person 
holding a license or MMC officer en-
dorsement as master or mate (pilot) of 
towing vessels or as master or mate of 
vessels of greater than 200 gross reg-
ister tons holding either an endorse-
ment on his or her license or MMC for 
towing vessels or a completed Towing 
Officer’s Assessment Record (TOAR) 
signed by a designated examiner indi-
cating that the officer is proficient in 
the operation of towing vessels. This 
does not apply to any vessel engaged in 
assistance towing, or to any towing 
vessel of less than 200 gross register 
tons engaged in exploiting offshore 
minerals or oil if the vessel has sites or 
equipment so engaged as its place of 
departure or ultimate destination. 

(b) Any towing vessel operating in 
the pilotage waters of the Lower Mis-
sissippi River must be under the con-
trol of an officer meeting the require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section 
who holds either a first-class pilot’s en-
dorsement for that route, MMC officer 
endorsement for the Western Rivers, or 
meets the requirements of paragraph 
(a) and meets the requirements of ei-
ther paragraphs (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this 
section as applicable: 

(1) To operate a towing vessel with 
tank barges, or a tow of barges car-
rying hazardous materials regulated 
under part N or O of this subchapter, 
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